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After the devastating bushfires of last 
summer, it is clear that Australia needs 
an evidence-based policy response to 
the range of emerging threats posed by 
environmental change. We welcome the 
Prime Minister’s comments earlier in 2020 
on the need to focus on resilience and 
adaptation for all Australians—and argue 
it must be done in a substantive, inclusive, 
community-based manner.

Future Earth Australia, in partnership 
with the Sydney Environment Institute 
(University of Sydney) and the Institute 
for Culture and Society (Western Sydney 
University), is bringing experts from 
research, business, practice, decision 
making and communities together to 

look forward and set out a clear agenda 
for climate adaptation as we reduce our 
emissions. Adaptation and resilience must 
be undertaken with respect to enabling a 
just transition to climate sustainability for 
all Australians.

The Summit will be hosted in interactive 
webinar format via Zoom. We welcome you 
to bring questions for the speakers and 
panels through the Q&A function.

Registration is free, but we also welcome 
donations to Future Earth Australia to 
enable it to continue its important work of 
convening collaboration between sectors, 
experts and communities on our Nation’s 
most significant sustainability challenges.
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Monday 19th April

Knowledge Perspectives Across Oceania

Time (AEST) Title Speakers

9:45-10:00am Opening Tayanah O’Donnell
Duncan Ivison

10:00-10:45am Keynote Bruce Pascoe

10:45-11:00am Break

11:00-12:15pm
Knowledge Systems 
Across Australia’s First 
Nations People

Chair: Melissa Haswell
Jakelin Troy
Chels Marshall
Michael-Shawn Fletcher
Rameen Malik 
Maxie Archer
Phoebe Evans

12:15-1:00pm Lunch

1:00-2:15pm
Knowledge Systems 
Across Oceania

Chair: Christine Winter
Mark Stege
Meg Parsons
Tammy Tabe

2:15-2:30pm Break

2:30-3:45pm
Knowledges and Transformative 
Adaptation

Chair: David Schlosberg
Anne Poelina
Lauren Rickards
Georgina Woods
Tammi Jonas

Tuesday 20th April

Enabling Action

Time (AEST) Title Speakers

9:45-10:00am Opening Tayanah O’Donnell

10:00-10:45am Keynote Marcelo Mena Carrasco

10:45-11:00am Break

11:00-12:15pm Financing and Tackling Risk

Chair: Taryn Laubenstein
Crystal Fleming
Ian Fry
Chris Croker
Zoe Whitton

12:15-1:00pm Lunch

1:00-2:15pm Who Does What and How?

Chair: Tayanah O'Donnell
Kate MacKenzie
Mark Crosweller
Adrian Turner
Simon Holmes à Court

2:15-2:30pm Break

2:30-3:45pm Frameworks to Enable Success

Chair: Eleanor Robson
Dorean Erhart
Katie Eberle
Kate Auty
Ketan Joshi
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Thursday 22nd April

Empowering Future Leaders in Adaptation

Time (AEST) Title Speakers

10:00am Overview of Summit Tayanah O’Donnell

10:15-11:15am Keynote Gayle Schueller (3M)

11:30-11:45am Break

11:45-1:15pm
Policy brief development workshop: 
Jobs of the future in adaptation

1:15-2:00pm Lunch

2:00-3:00pm Panel
Mark Stafford Smith
Joanne Ludbrook
Zoe Whitton

3:00pm Closing statement Tayanah O’Donnell

Day 4 is comprised of early career researcher and practitioner seminars and workshops. It is hosted by Future Earth 
Australia and supported by 3M. Please visit the event website for information.

Wednesday 21st April

Imagining Thriving Futures

Time (AEST) Title Speakers

9:45-10:00am Opening Juan Salazar

10:00-10:45am Keynote The Hon. Lily D’Ambrosio MP

10:45-11:00am Break

11:00-12:15pm Climate Adaptation Futures

Chair: Juan Salazar
Mark Greenhill
Russ Wise
Jean Palutikof
Lesley Head

12:15-1:00pm Lunch

1:00-2:15pm Adaptation at Scale

Chair: Louise Crabtree
Petra Tschakert
Scott Hickman
Joe Morrison
David Tucker

2:15-2:30pm Break

2:30-3:45pm Transitions and Transformation

Chair: Tayanah O’Donnell
Mark Howden
Hillary Montague
Sophie Webber
Declan Clausen


